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Selectmen to remove 


Sturbridge 


By Ellenor Downer 
Staff Writer 


STURBRIDGE — Town 
administrator Jeff Bridges 
said he received the releases 
from property owners where 
the Welcome to Sturbridge 
sign 1s located. 

The board of selectmen 
voted to accept the releases so 
the sign may be removed. The 
sign was in disrepair. 


Habitat for Humanity 

At the Jan. 4 selectmen’s 
meeting, selectmen approved 
a Community Preservation 
Grant agreement for Habitat 
for Humanity Metro West/ 
Greater Worcester Inc. for a 
parcel of land at 226 Cedar 
St. Funds for the building 
of the house will be released 
based on percentage of proj- 
ect completed. About $30,000 
would be held until the owner 
was determined and placed in 
the home. It will take about 
two years. Selectman M1i- 


Sign 
chael Suprenant, clerk, said 
two years seems like a long 
time. The dwelling will have a 
deed restriction in perpetuity 
where the owner must have 
80% of medium income. 
Selectmen also approved a 
purchase and sale agreement 
between the town of Stur- 
bridge and Habitat for Hu- 
manity Metro West/Greater 


Worcester, Inc. for a parcel of 
land at 226 Cedar St. 


Fire Department 

Fire chief John A. Grasso 
Jr. said the fire department 
received a $18,000 grant and 
there was no matching funds 
requirement. Selectman Su- 
prenant said he received a 
report of positive cases of 
COVID-19 in the department. 
Chief Grasso said there were 
two positive cases and his 
department followed Center 
for Disease Control COVID 
guidelines such as quarantine, 


Please see SIGN, page 3 
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STURBRIDGE —- Who 
doesn’t love a good home- 
cooked crockpot meal around 
the holidays? Holidays are a 
time of good food and cheer... 
and to quote the movie Elf, 
“singing loud for all to hear.” 
The Sturbridge Rotary Club 
decided to sing a bit louder for 
those who need a little extra 
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Sturbridge Rotary Club 
helps out at the holidays 


help this season by donating 


again this year to the Burgess 
Family Fund. On Tuesday, 
Dec. 22, Rotary Club Presi- 
dent Dr. David Zonia present- 
ed a $2,000 check to Burgess 
School Nurse Lisa Meunier, 
RN, M.Ed. as many Sturbridge 


Please see ROTARY, page 11 


The Sturbridge Rotary Club gave 38 families at Burgess Elementary School a crockpot 


and nonperishable food on Dec. 22. 
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Sturbridge Rotary Club President Dr. 
David Zonia presents a $2,000 check 
to Burgess School Nurse Lisa Meunier 
on Dec. 22, along with crockpots and 


nonperishable food for 38 needy families. 
COURTESY PHOTOS 





Deer rescued from Lake Lashaway 


By Sloane M. Perron 
Correspondent 


NORTH BROOKFIELD —- 
On Jan. 3, the North Brookfield 
Police were called after reports 
that a deer had fallen through 





A deer fell through the ice on Lake Lashaway and had trouble making it to shore so 


the ice and was trapped in Lake 
Lashaway. Police Sgt. David 
Churchey called the North 
Brookfield Fire Department 
and Environmental Protection 
Officers to assist the animal. 

A command was set up near 


North Brookfield firefighters led him their hovercraft. 


COURTESY PHOTOS BY THE NORTH BROOKFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT 





The deer wasn’t exactly comfortable with the hovercraft used to guide back to shore. 


37 Shore Road as the North 
Brookfield Fire Department 
arrived on the scene with a hov- 
ercraft. The Spencer Fire De- 
partment provided a boat and 
members of the East Brook- 
field and West Brookfield fire 
departments were also on hand 
to assist. 

Capt. David Martin and 
Lt. George Noelette from the 
North Brookfield Fire Depart- 
ment operated the hovercraft. 
The operators broke the ice 
around the deer but had diffi- 
culty getting the animal to safe- 
ty. According to North Brook- 
field Fire Chief Joe Holway, 
after two hours of being in the 
water, the animal was exhaust- 
ed. Further complicating mat- 
ters was the fact that the deer 
was afraid of the hovercraft 
and kept moving away from the 
rescuers. 

Churchey and the two En- 
vironmental Protection officers 
devised a strategy to put a rope 
around the deer and use the 
sound of the hovercraft to lead 
it to the shore. “We literally 
carried the animal up into the 
yard,’ Chief Holway said. 

The Environmental Protec- 
tion officers stayed with the an- 
imal until he was strong enough 
to go back into the woods. The 
deer was so exhausted after 


Please see DEER, page 6 





BROOKFIELD — Jenni- 
fer Baublitz has been named 
executive director of the 
Brookfield Institute, a non- 
profit that builds resilience in 
veterans and military families 
in order to aggressively com- 
bat the causes and impacts of 
veteran suicide. 

Baublitz, 36, 
of Thompson, 
Connecticut, pre- 
viously served as 
the Brookfield In- 
stitute’s program 
director. Founding 
director Beverly 
Prestwood-Taylor 
is now the chief op- 
erating officer and 
will be focusing on 


development and 
infrastructure. 
Baublitz has 
been with The 
Brookfield _— Insti- 


tute for two years, 
helping to start the 
Women Veterans 
Initiative, contrib- 
uting to the Resil- 
lence in Uncertain 
Times project and 
getting a new volunteer ini- 
tiative, HomeFront Strong, 
up and running. 

A teacher, a leader and a 
member of a military family, 
Baublitz brings experience 








Beverly 
Prestwood-Taylor 


Baublitz named executive 
director of Brookfield Institute 


and knowledge to her new 
position. “I am thrilled and 
humbled to be presented with 
this invaluable opportunity 
to deliver crucial programs 
that are fully inclusive for all 
service members, veterans, 
and their families,” Baublitz 
said. 

Baublitz — cur- 
rently teaches for 
three departments 
at Assumption 
University — psy- 
chology, human 
services and reha- 
bilitation studies, 
and school coun- 
seling. She teach- 
es “Strengthen- 
ing Resilience for 
Service Members, 
Veterans, and their 
Families” — a 
course designed 
for clinicians and 
service providers. 
Her husband is 
Active Guard Re- 
serve in the Con- 
necticut Air Na- 
tional Guard; he 
has served for 17 
years and counting. She has 
also served in various roles, 
including classroom teacher 
for sixth grade, behavior 1n- 
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Red Kettle donations down 50% trom last year 


CANTON — The Salvation Army’s 
iconic Christmas Red Kettle Campaign, 
now in its 130th year, is struggling to 
meet its fundraising targets this year as 
communities nationwide continue to 
battle the COVID-19 pandemic. With 
just a few days remaining in this year’s 
campaign, donations to The Salvation 
Army’s Red Kettles are currently down 
by more than 50% statewide compared 
to last year. Since launching in mid-Sep- 
tember, two months earlier than usual 
in anticipation of increased needs, the 
Massachusetts’ Division’s Rescue Christ- 
mas Red Kettle Campaign has raised less 
than half of this year’s goal of $2.5 mil- 
lion. 

The Salvation Army 1s facing a perfect 
storm this year as it contends with a mas- 
sive spike in demand for services coupled 
with a precipitous decline in donations 
at Red Kettles. Based on the increased 
service already provided this year due 
to the pandemic, it 1s expected they will 
serve over 150% more people this holiday 
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season. COVID-19 has not only created 
a much bigger demand for The Salvation 
Army to meet but has also decreased 
the number of traditional Red Kettles 
on street corners and at store entrances. 
Nationwide, The Salvation Army antici- 
pates as much as a 50% decrease in funds 
raised through its Rescue Christmas Red 
Kettles Campaign this year owing to 
consumers carrying less cash, the closure 
of many brick-and-mortar retails stores 
where kettles would traditionally stand, 
more online shopping, which means less 
foot traffic in shopping areas and in- 
creased unemployment and debt. 

“This has been a difficult year for so 
many, now more than ever we are asking 
our communities to do whatever they can 
to help those in need,’ said Major Mar- 
cus Jugenheimer, General Secretary of 
The Massachusetts Salvation Army. “We 
are doing everything we can to ensure ev- 
ery family has a meal and presents under 
the tree for kids this year. This year has 
brought unprecedented challenges for 


all of us, for those who can help ease the 
burden for others, we are asking you to 
do so. We thank those who have already 
donated and helped us make a differ- 
ence.” 

Since March, The Salvation Army 
has served more than 14 million meals to 
neighbors in need across the Common- 
wealth, serving every community and 
anyone who asks for help. 

In response to the pandemic, The 
Salvation Army has made it easier and 
safer than ever to support its work this 
year. People can donate in several con- 
tactless ways, including visiting www. 
RescueChristmas.org. 

Sign up to give a sustaining monthly 
gift of $25 to help The Salvation Army 
year-round. A $25 monthly donation 
over one year provides: 240 meals to 
those most vulnerable, 11 nights of shel- 
ter for those living on the streets and 12 
years of Christmas presents for one child. 

Donate digitally with Apple Pay or 
Google Pay at any of our iconic Red Ket- 





tles around the country. 

Use Amazon Alexa by saying, “Alexa, 
donate to The Salvation Army,” then 
specifying the amount. 

Give any amount by texting “RES- 
CUECHRISTMAS” to 41444. 

Encourage friends and family to give 
virtually through options like peer-to- 
peer fundraising at salvationarmyma. 
org/rescuechristmas. 

Send a check to your local Salvation 
Army Corps or their headquarters at 25 
Shawmut Rd, Canton, MA 02021. Oper- 
ating locally for more than 135 years, The 
Salvation Army has relied upon its icon- 
ic Red Kettle campaign since the 1890s. 
Donations to the kettles allow The Salva- 
tion Army to provide life-changing social 
services and other programs throughout 
the year. The Salvation Army provides 
a wide array of social services, includ- 
ing Emergency Assistance, After-School 
Programs, Emergency Disaster Services, 
Senior Services, homelessness services 
and Christmas Assistance. 





Better Business Bureau warns of COVID-19 vaccine scams 


REGION — With United States and 
Canada approving a COVID-19 vaccine, 
government officials expect scams to 
emerge as distribution begins. Watch out 
for everything from phony treatments to 
phishing messages. 

Government officials have already 
been cracking down on phony COVID 
testing kits and treatments. Now, they 
are ramping up efforts to prevent the sale 
of fake vaccines. 

U.S. Immigration and Customs En- 
forcement (ICE) is working with the 
drug companies developing the vac- 
cines to stop the sale and distribution of 
phony versions. Also, the Federal Trade 
Commission issued warning letters to 
several companies claiming they had a 
product to cure or prevent the virus. 

Selling fake vaccines and other treat- 


Baystate Health to hold heart 
and vascular health series 


SPRINGFIELD - __ Baystate 
Health will hold its popular free 
heart and vascular health lecture se- 
ries during the month of February, 
beginning Feb. 7 with Dr. Aaron 
Kugelmass, vice president and medi- 
cal director, heart a vascular services 
and chief of cardiology for Baystate 
Health. 

His session, “The COVID Heart: 
Effects of COVID-19 on the Heart, 
What We Know,” will provide a look 
at what doctors have learned about 
COVID-19’s adverse effects on the 
heart and treatments to offset illness 

The Heart and Vascular Health 
Lecture Series, presented by the Bay- 
state Heart and Vascular Program 
as part of American Heart Month, 
will focus on presentations designed 
by Baystate Health physicians to 
inform those participating on the 
latest advances in heart and vascu- 
lar care and how they can maintain 
or improve their heart and vascular 
health. 

All lectures this year will be held 
from noon-! p.m. and will be virtu- 
al due to the pandemic and the limit 
placed on numbers of people, who 
can gather indoors. 

The free lectures continue of Feb. 
14 with preventive cardiologist 

Dr. Quinn Pack of Baystate Car- 


diology in Springfield and Patrick 


ments is likely only one of many ways 
scammers will try to cash in on the 
vaccine release. Watch out for phishing 
messages attempting to trick you into 
sharing your passwords and personal 
information. Con artists have already 
impersonated the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC) and the 
World Health Organization (WHO) in 
phishing emails that claim to have news 
about the disease. BBB has also seen an 
increase in scams using robocalls to im- 
personate government officials. 

How to Spot a Coronavirus Vaccine 
Con: 

Research carefully: Scammers are 
very creative, so be skeptical of anything 
that seems too good or crazy to be true. 
Double check any information about 
the vaccine with official news sources. 


Schilling, ACSM-RCEP, chief exer- 
cise physiologist, of Baystate’s Heart 
and Vascular Program, who will 
present “Cardiac Risk Factors and 
Wellness in the Era of COVID-19.” 
They will discuss how changes in 
behavior have impacted cardiac risk 
factors during the pandemicand of- 
fer tips on what can be done to keep 
your heart healthy and strong de- 
spite the challenging times. 

Baystate cardiologist Dr. Zachry 
Zichittella, who practices at Baystate 
Cardiology in Palmer, will present 
“Am I Having A Heart Attack?” on 
Feb. 21. His presentation will focus 
on what a heart attack is, the dif- 
ferent symptoms associated with a 
heart attack and the importance of 
taking action quickly. 

The series will conclude on Feb. 28 
with “The Heart’s Electrical System 
and Latest Treatments” presented by 
Dr. Fadi Chalhoub of Baystate Car- 
diology in Springfield, Greenfield 
and Northampton. He will review 
the role of the heart’s electrical sys- 
tem and discuss the latest technolo- 
gy available to treat dysrhythmias, 
including leadless pacemakers. 

Registration is required for each 
session by visiting baystatehealth. 
org//heart. 





And be aware that none of the vaccines 
can be currently purchased online or in 
stores. 

Check with your doctor: If you want 
a vaccine early, reach out to your health- 
care provider about your options. If you 
don’t have a primary care physician, 
check out the official website of your 
local health department for more infor- 
mation 

Ignore calls for immediate action. 
While you may want to be first in line for 
the vaccine, don’t let that sense of urgen- 
cy cloud your judgment. Scammers try 
to get you to act before you think. Don't 
fall for it. 

Think the link may be real? Double 
check the URL.Scammers often buy of- 
ficial-looking URLs to use in their cons. 
Be careful that the link is really what it 


pretends to be. If the message alleges to 
come from the local government, make 
sure the URL ends in .gov (for the Unit- 
ed States) or .ca (for Canada). When 
in doubt, perform a separate Internet 
search for the website. 


For More Information 

Read more about coronavirus scams 
on the Federal Trade Commission’s web- 
site. Learn more about the disease at 
the CDC’s FAQ page. Also, the FDA is 
updating this page about its progress in 
developing a treatment for coronavirus. 

BBB has identified many ways in 
which scammers are cashing in the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Learn more 
about clinical trial scams, contract trac- 
ing cons, counterfeit face masks and 
government agency imposters. 


Rogers-Scharneck re-appointed to 
National Farm Bureau Committee 


MARLBOROUGH — Massachu- 
setts Farm Bureau Federation announc- 
es that Barbara Rogers-Scharneck 
from Ward Hill has been re-appointed 
by American Farm Bureau Federation 
President Zippy Duvall to its Promo- 
tion and Education committee. This na- 
tional committee 1s focused on bridging 
the gap between farmers and consumers 
by providing tools and resources to oth- 
er Farm Bureau members who are eager 
to help share agriculture’s story. 

Her responsibilities and roles in the 
committee will continue to include: 

Surfacing, prioritizing and develop- 
ing ideas for agricultural promotion and 
education. 

Providing effective, practical tools 
for implementing grassroots projects. 
Increasing opportunities for training 
volunteers to be effective agricultural 
advocates. 

” Barbara has been an excellent repre- 
sentative for MFBF on this committee 
for the past two years and we are excited 
she has been re-appointed,” said MFBF 
President Mark Amato. “Her leadership 
has helped focus our statewide P&E 
committee and we look forward to her 
continuing this effort during the next 
two years.” 

Rogers-Scharneck 1s a fourth-gener- 
ation farmer in eastern Massachusetts. 
On the farm, Rogers-Scharneck and 


her family raise replacement heifers and 
grow feed hay, silage, corn, strawberries, 
pumpkins, apples, butternut squash and 
carrots. They also have a You-Pick op- 
eration and offer school tours. The farm 
also includes a full-service garden cen- 
ter, where the family grows their own 
annuals and perennials. 

She has been involved in Essex Coun- 
ty Farm Bureau board of directors, the 
statewide P&E committee and recent- 
ly was appointed to MFBF’s board of 
directors as her county representative. 
She also is involved in the Topsfield Fair 
and Soroptimist International. Rog- 
ers-Scharneck also actively volunteers 
in her children’s school events and fund- 
raisers. She holds associate’s and bach- 
elor’s degrees and has completed several 
half-marathons. 

She will be re-appointed in March 
2021 during the AFBF’s FUSION con- 
ference. She will serve for another two- 
years until 2023. 

The Massachusetts Farm Bureau 
Federation 1s a non-profit organization 
representing nearly 6,000 family mem- 
bers across the Commonwealth. MFBF 
is an advocate for farmers, run by 
farmer members who develop policies 
through its grassroots process. For more 
information about the Massachusetts 
Farm Bureau Federation, people may 
visit www.mfbf-net. 
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HCC launches women’s leadership training program 


HOLYOKE - Building on the success of its popular 
Women’s Leadership Luncheon Series, Holyoke Com- 
munity College is launching an eight-week training 
program for women who want to develop and enhance 
their leadership skills. 

For convenience, the program, “Women Leaning 
Into Leadership 2021: Empowering Your Voice,” 1s 
being offered over Zoom in two separate, eight-week 
sessions:. One meets on Wednesdays, Jan. 6 through 
Feb. 24, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.; the other on Thursdays, 
Jan. 7 through Feb. 25, from noon to 1:30 p.m. 

The interactive workshops will be facilitated by An- 
nie Shibata, Ph.D., owner of Growth Mindset Leader- 
ship and Communication Coaching. 

Enrollment is limited by design. In addition to 
weekly 90-minute group seminars, each participant 





Curry College announces 
fall 2020 dean’s list 


MILTON — Curry College congratulates roughly 
1,000 students, who were named to the fall 2020 dean’s 
list. Local students making the dean’s list were Abi- 
gail Rambelje of North Brookfield and Lilly Thack- 
er of North Brookfield. To earn a place on the list, 
full-time undergraduate students, those who carry 12 
or more graded credits per semester, must earn a 3.3 
grade-point-average (GPA) or higher. 





SIGN from page 1 


contact tracing and testing. The two individuals, who 
tested positive, were in quarantine and awaiting the 
14 days before returning to work. Several others were 
tested and awaiting for the results. 

Selectman vice chair Mary Dowling said she re- 
ceived positive feedback on the Santa Run on the fire 
truck. The chief thanked Mr. and Mrs. Claus for their 
part in the event. 


Water/Sewer 

Shane Moody of the water/sewer department sub- 
mitted operating reports for October and November. 
He said well tests were done and the state wanted tests 
every quarter. The town needed to add $30,000 to cov- 
er the cost of tests. Moody also said the department 
received Well 4 report. The report said the well did not 
effect the brook. This would be good for the summer 
months as water draw restrictions from the well would 
be lifted. 


Food Service Coordinator for COA 

Leslie Wong of the Council of Aging said the 
council wanted to create a new position, Food Service 
Coordinator. She said the COA would continue using 
the Tri-Valley Elder Services for its Meals on Wheels 
program put would replace the in house lunch pro- 
gram through a vendor. Since the senior center does 
not have a commercial kitchen, it cannot be used to 
prepare meals on site. 

Wong said the seniors wanted better meals. Tri-Val- 
ley when the senior center was open before COVID, 
delivered the meals at 10 a.m. and the meals were kept 
warm in heating trays until 11:30 a.m. when meals 
were served. When the new vendor is selected, the 
meals would be delivered at 11 a.m. and served at the 
11:30 a.m. meal time. 

Wong said the COA does non-perishable food pick 
up Wednesdays from 10 to 11 a.m. People do not need 
to be a Sturbridge resident to participate. 

Selectmen approved the new position, which would 
be paid through the state Formula Grant. 


Vaccinations 
The town administrator said first responders regis- 
tered for COVID vaccinations before the holidays and 
were now beginning to get the shots. 


Riverlands Phase I 

The Trails Committee presented the board of se- 
lectmen with a map for Riverlands Phase I. The trails 
to the left on the map were steeper trails and not as 
steep on the right side toward the ponds. The River- 
lands trails would be funded by a grant and was part 
of the trail master plan. The board adopted the Trails 
Committee plans. 


Visit us online: quaboagcurrent.turley.com 


can schedule a private, 30-minute session of personal- 
ized coaching with the instructor. 

“One critical component that makes this training 
special is the one-to-one coaching that each partici- 
pant receives,” said Michele Cabral, HCC executive 
director of Business, Corporate and Professional De- 
velopment. “The small group nature of the classes will 
allow plenty of weekly individual attention in addition 
to the private sessions. This is really a wonderful way 
for women to invest in themselves and their futures in 
a small, mentored group environment. 

During the program sessions, participants will learn 
to evaluate their communication skills and apply new 
communication techniques; practice the power of 
mindfulness; distinguish forms of influence and per- 
suasion to create powerful messages; assess their lead- 
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East Brookfield Burgers $6.99 
Monday through Thursday 


During Lunch hours (11 to 4) 


Meals (Entree and Salad) $10.99 
Monday & Tuesday Dinner 


(4 to Close) 


Ttalian Night $10.99 
~ Italian y Dies with palad 


arKing WATERFRONT PInING ON LAKE LASHAWAY 





ership strengths; and create short- and long-term plans 
for career development. 

Shibata was the featured presenter during the No- 
vember session of HCC’s 2020 Women’s Leadership 
Luncheon Series.. 

“HCC started the Women’s Leadership Series with 
the goal of creating small group discussions for women 
as they navigate their careers,’ said Cabral. “The series 
meets monthly over Zoom at lunchtime as a way to 
offer networking and mentoring to women at all levels. 
The ‘Women Leaning Into Leadership’ course takes 
that concept to the next level.” 

To register for the Wednesday program, people may 
visit: hcc.edu/women-2021-1. 

To register for the Thursday program, people may 
visit: hcc.edu/women-2021-2. 
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Eagle Hill School 


242 Old Petersham Road, Hardwick 01037 ¢ 413-477-6000 


HELP WANTED 
OVERNIGHT AWAKE STAFF MEMBER 


Eagle Hill School, a college-prep board school specializing in educating bright children with 
specific learning disabilities, seeks an Overnight Awake Staff Member to join our residential team. 
This part-time position requires a person to be dependable, caring, and responsible for assisting 
with assisting with program areas, the overnight safety of 200 boarding students and all buildings 
ona 200 acre campus. Hours: Friday-Sat. 7pm-3am. Pay: Hourly (commensurate with experience). 


WEEKEND COUNSELOR 


For the academic year running September — June, and summer program needs in July: 
Hours: Friday: 3om-11pm, Saturday: 9am-11pm, Sunday: 9am-5pm, Optional: Sunday 59m — 8pm 


Start immediately. 


A Weekend Counselor is responsible for enhancing the quality of life in the dorms as part of the 
Eagle Hill Student Life program. This includes fostering a cooperative and considerate residential 
learning community for all students. The position carries a wide range of duties, responsibilities and 
requires a high level of commitment of both time and effort. A Weekend Counselor plays a central 
role in building a residential community for the students 


Responsibilities: 


e Responsible for supporting the student body in their effort to generalize daily living skills. 
e Responsible for the smooth operation of the dorm floor, Student Life program, safety and 


productivity for 15-20 students. 


e To serve as a role model by demonstrating responsible behavior, integrity and good judgment. 
e Collaborating with faculty serving a Student Life shift, to maintain an organized and consistent 


dorm floor. 


e Enforce rules and ensure adherence to the Student Code of Conduct and dorm floor expectations. 

e To listen and provide an empathetic ear and sound judgment by helping students come to their 
own conclusions about how to address problems. 

e To take part in planning and supervising both on and off campus activity programming for 


Students. 


e To collaborate information and activities with weekday dorm counselors. 
e To assume other responsibilities as assigned by the Director of Weekend Services. 


Specific duties: 


e Be available to reside overnight in the residence halls. 

e To provide active leadership in a variety of activities throughout the Student Life program. 

e As an information resource, a weekend counselor is expected to help students deal with conflicts 
by adopting impartial solutions to issues that arise. When necessary, weekend counselors will 
collaborate with Director of Weekend Services, Student Life administrators, and/or a student’s 


advisor. 


e Attend appropriate training sessions when they arise. 
e To complete all necessary reports and records needed for Eagle Hill School. 
e Specifically, the entering of log notes pertaining to contributions to the community or interactions 


with students, both positive and negative. 
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Guest Column 


January 1 to 
January 15 


By John Grimaldi and David Bruce Smith 


hatever you call it: 
“Continental  Col- 
ors,” “Congress 


Flag,’“Cambridge Flag,” or “Grand Union 
Flag,” it was the first national flag of the Unit- 
ed States. According to historical lore, George 
Washington unveiled it Jan. 1, 1776, during 
the American Revolution, but the stars and 
stripes motif encompassed a replica of the 
British flag in the upper left-hand corner. 

“It was sort of a compromise between the 
radicals who wanted to see a separate nation, 
and the people who were more conciliatory, 
and wanted to see some accommodation with 
the crown,” according to historian and flag ex- 
pert David Martucci. 

The History Channel noted in June of 1777 
that “the Continental Congress adopted a res- 
olution stating, ‘the flag of the United States 
be thirteen alternate stripes red and white’ and 
that ‘the Union be thirteen stars, white in a 
blue field, representing a new Constellation.” 

To learn more, the Grateful American 
Book Prize recommends Kevin Keim’s and 
Peter Keim’s “A Grand Old Flag: A History 
of the United States Through its Flags.” 

It is difficult for the iPhone generation to 
fathom the complexities of communication 
throughout history. For decades, telephones 
used hard-wired landlines to commence a call. 
And before that: the telegraph — an invention 
by Samuel Finley Breese Morse, who demon- 
strated its “efficiency” via an electrical impulse 
on January 6, 1838. It came with a code that 
Morse created using dots and dashes--instead 
of the alphabet--to move a message from point 
A to point B. 

He formulated the idea in 1832; by 1838, 
with the assistance of his two partners, Leon- 
ard Gale and Alfred Vail, he had a working 
model. Morse requested funding from Con- 
gress to make the prototype. It included con- 
struction of overhead wires between Washing- 
ton, D.C. and Baltimore, Maryland, but the 
legislators demurred. 

Five years later, he garnered the approval, 
and the money, to proceed; on May 24,1844 
Morse sent his first telegraphic message: 
“What hath God wrought.” 

For more information, the Grateful Ameri- 
can Book Prize recommends Lewis Coe’s “The 
Telegraph: A History of Morse’s Invention 
and Its Predecessors in the United States.” 

The U.S. Constitution was signed into law 
by the delegates of the Constitutional Con- 
vention in September of 1787. It structured 
the federal government, explained the essen- 
tial laws of the country and guaranteed basic 
rights for every citizen. 

But it was not the first American Consti- 
tution. That inaugural document was written 
and adopted on Jan. 14, 1639, by the settlers 
from the original Massachusetts Bay Colony, 
who had migrated to the Connecticut River 
Valley. It was known as the Fundamental Or- 
ders. 

According to History.com, “Roger Lud- 
low, a lawyer, wrote much of the Fundamental 
Orders, and presented a binding and compact 
frame of government that put the welfare of 
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This newspaper will print free self-submitted 
statements of candidacy only four weeks or more 
out from the election. All candidates running in 


both contested and uncontested races are asked to 
submit their statements to the editor to include only 
biographical and campaign platform details. Total 
word count for statements is limited to between 
300-500 words maximum. Please include a photo. 
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Fun finding flowers 


(): might say I have a soft IN 
spot for heirloom flow- 

ers. Learning about these 
antiques as a twenty-something 
when I started working at Old 
Sturbridge Village likely set the 
stage for what I dub a long-term 
love affair. Just today I placed 
orders for seeds of my favorites, 
among the many are a number of 
foxglove and pink species. Read 
on to learn about the cream of 
the crop of cottage garden favor- 
ites. 

There has always been a secretive side to 
foxgloves, due in part to an unusual name 
and the potent medicine that 1s obtained 
from the plant. Legend has it that foxglove 
was derived from “folk’s glove’, folks refer- 
ring to the elves and fairies of country lore. 
Another legend tells that the fox needed 
magical gloves to steal a chicken or two. A 
less fanciful explanation traces glove to gle- 
ow in Old English; a gleow was an ancient 
musical instrument made of bells suspend- 
ed from a curved frame. I think the descrip- 
tion fits the look pretty accurately! The fol- 
lowing species I grow with success; please 
use caution when planting around children 
due to poisonous properties. 

Native to Western Europe, the common 
foxglove (Digitalis purpura) has had a place 
in North American gardens since its intro- 





We will not publish any statements of candidacy 
inside the four weeks from election threshold. To 
publish any other campaign publicity during the 
race, please contact our advertising representatives. 
We also do not allow personal attacks against other 
candidates or political parties in statements of can- 
didacy, nor do we publish for free any information 
about key endorsements or political fundraisers. 
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duction during colonial times. 
Tall purple spikes grace rise from 
basal foliage and make a strong 
statement in the June garden in 
sun or part shade, fertile ground. 
Although biennial, this species 
will self-seed prolifically. Try 
‘alba’ for a all white strain. 

There are other, more subtle 
species of foxglove worthy of a 
home in your garden. One of my 
top picks is the Rusty Foxglove 
(Digitalis ferruginea). Small 
flowers the color of liquid gold bloom up 
three to six-feet stems late in the summer. 
Although touted as being a biennial this 
species has happily returned for several 
years in my part shade, moisture retentive 
location. The yellow foxglove (D. grandi- 
flora) is a reliable perennial, shorter than 
most, only 24 to 30 inches tall and bloom- 
ing a soft yellow in early June. This species 
also prefers part shade and adequate mois- 
ture. The Grecian foxglove (D. lanata), a 
true biennial, has grayish flowers, blooming 
in July up three-foot stems. The straw fox- 
glove (D. lutea) begins relatively short in 
stature but after three or four years can get 
quite tall at four feet. Its creamy flowers are 
a mere % inches and are quite unusual, but 
lovely, and return year after year. 

Now on to the pinks. Everyone knows 
what a florist carnation smells like, flowery 
with a hint of cloves. Imagine it, but reduce 
the scale of the flower size and loosen the 
head a bit and you will be on to Sweet Wil- 
liam, (Dianthus barbatus). Prized by flo- 
rists for its clustered, richly scented three- 
inch flower heads, seen in white, magenta, 
salmon and pretty bicolors. Technically a 
biennial, Sweet William will occasionally 
return for a third or fourth year of bloom 
but will likely be spindly at best. 

Dianthus gratianopolitanus is a mouth- 


Please see GARDEN, page 5 
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Letters to the editor of no more than 250 words 
from supporters endorsing specific candidates or 
discussing campaign issues are limited to three 
total per author during the election season. No 
election letters will appear in the final edition 
before the election. We reserve the right to edit all 
statements of candidacy and letters to the editor to 
meet our guidelines. 
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etters to the ed- 

itor should be 

250 words or 
less in length, and guest 
columns between 500 
and 800 words. No un- 
signed or anonymous 
opinions will be pub- 
lished. We require that 
the person submitting 
the opinion also include 
his or her town of res- 
idence and home tele- 
phone number. We au- 
thenticate authorship 
prior to publication. We 
reserve the right to edit 
or withhold any sub- 
missions deemed to be 
libelous, unsubstantiat- 
ed allegations, personal 
attacks, or defamation 
of character. 
Send opinions to: 
Letters to the Editor, 
80 Main Street, Ware, 
MA 01082 OR e-mail 
to ekennedy@turley. 
com. Deadline for sub- 
mission is Monday at 
noon for the following 
week’s edition. 
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In-person Culinary classes resume at HCC 


HOLYOKE — Every good cook 
knows some recipes call for a slow sim- 
mer, others a rapid boil. Without stretch- 
ing the metaphor too far, seven culinary 
arts students at Holyoke Community 
have in a way been on a slow simmer 
themselves since March, when their 
first-semester schedules were interrupt- 
ed by the COVID-19 pandemic. They 
had just completed their seven-week 
introductory cooking course, Culinary 
Fundamentals I, and were supposed to 
start Culinary Fundamentals II after 
spring break. Instead, the campus shut 
down and the HCC MGM Culinary 
Arts Institute temporarily closed as the 
college transitioned to remote instruc- 
tion. But it’s tough to learn a proper 
sear or sample braised quail over Zoom, 
and, so, their first semesters were put on 
hold until the fall. And then, on Oct. 28, 
after a seven-month hiatus, the teaching 
kitchens at the Culinary Arts Institute 
reopened and the students were back at 
their stations. Since then, they have been 
progressing at a rapid boil through a se- 
ries of accelerated, back-to-back classes 
designed to catch them up before the 
spring semester begins on Jan. 25, 2021. 

“It’s definitely exciting to get back in 
the kitchen into a somewhat normal rou- 
tine, doing what I love and learning,” said 
student Monica Hernandez. Hernandez 
and her classmates recently completed 
what would typically be a seven-week 
course, Culinary Fundamentals I, in 
just 2'’2 weeks, thus concluding their 
long-delayed first semester in a two-year 
journey toward their associate of science 
degrees in culinary arts. They started 
their reconfigured second semester on 





Monica Hernandez of Westfield pan sears a chicken 
breast during her Culinary Fundamentals Il class at 
the HCC MGM Culinary Arts Institute in early Novem- 
ber. TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTOS 


Nov. 16 and are already halfway through 
their Pantry and Garde Manager course, 
which will be followed immediately by 
Stocks, Soups and Sauces. 

“Classes are very fast paced,” said 
Hernandez, who lives in Westfield. The 
pace will accelerate even more during 
HCC’s 10-day January Wintersession 
program. Students will be in the kitchen 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m., completing two classes in 
two weeks, Baking and Pastry Arts, and 
Entrée Preparation and Presentation. 
All HCC classes that meet in person 
must be approved by the college’s Return 
to Campus Task Force. The majority of 
HCC classes are still being conducted 
remotely. 

“Just like in Health Sciences, every- 
body with labs - we’ve all had to rethink 
how we're running our classes,” said 
chef and culinary arts professor War- 
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ful for a plant better known as Ched- 
dar Pink. Settle for a few quarter-sized 
fragrant pink blooms in year one, but 
by mid-June of the second year of the 
plant, it will be at least a foot to 15 inch- 
es wide by eight inches tall with flowers 
too numerous to count. Each individual 
floret is composed of five flat petals that 
get a bit deeper in tone near the center 
and tatter somewhat at the edge. Curly 
stamens popping up in the middle add 
to the interest. 

Pheasant-Eye or Cottage Pink, (D1- 
anthus plumarius), 1s less behaved than 
it cousin. The silver foliage has a ten- 
dency bend and grow in funny, rambling 
angles, making it a great candidate for 
draping over the edge of a raised border 
or rock wall. The flowers are fragrant 
still, but less prolific than those of Ched- 


Sess 





dar Pink. Similar in appearance too, ex- 
cept that they have an even more pro- 
nounced, dark eye against white, light 
pink and deep pink petals- giving it the 
name Pheasant-Eye! 

The last pretty pink I'll mention to- 
day is Fringed or Superb Pink (Dian- 
thus superbus). It differs from Clove 
and Pheasant Eye in that its foliage 1s 
green and less spiky, more grass-like. 
And while the others top off under a 
foot, Fringed Pink grows two feet tall 
or taller. Light pink or purple flowers 
are deeply fringed, giving them a very 
delicate appearance that is best admired 
(and sniffed!) up close. 

Many of these Dianthus and Digital- 
is species are available by seed through 
JL Hudson, Seedsman (www.jlhudson- 
seeds.net) and Richters (www.richters. 
com). Plants are easy to grow, best start- 
ed indoors in late February. Pinks prefer 
to sprout off-heat, but foxgloves benefit 
from heating cables. Light will aid in 
germination for both types; simply press 
the seed into the soil surface and do not 


ren Leigh. “They said, think outside the 
box. Well, we did. As long as everything 
keeps going the way it is, we're going to 
be done with semester two on Jan. 15 
and they’ll be ready to join some of the 
other students for semester three classes 
in the spring.” In addition to the fast- 
track schedule, other accommodations 
were made, such as reducing the number 
of students 1n each section. 

“We can really do six to seven, but 
were keeping it at six moving forward,” 
said Leigh. “The six stations are perfect 
for social distancing and whatnot. All 
the classes set up for winter and spring 
were capping at six, knowing that noth- 
ing is going to be normal for a while.” 
General precautions around health and 
safety have been elevated in and around 
the kitchen on account of COVID-19. 

“We get our temperatures taken as we 
walk in the building,’ said Hernandez. 
“Multiple stall restrooms are now single 
use only. We can only use the dish room 
one at a time. We have assigned stations. 
We use the same dishes for every class 
and we wash them ourselves so each of 
us has contact only with the dishes we 
use every day. We are a lot more mindful 
of personal space, contact and germs. 
We wash our hands frequently. I find 
myself washing my hands a lot more.” 
Of course, they all wear masks, but that 
does make it more difficult to be heard 
and understood in a busy commercial 
kitchen. 

“Wearing the mask has really proved 
that we need a kitchen voice to be able to 
talk to each other,’ said Hernandez. “It’s 
really important to pay attention and lis- 
ten closely.” 
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public 
safety 


New Braintree 
Police Log 


For the week of Dec. 28-Jan. 
4, the Hardwick/New Braintree 
Police Department conducted 24 
building/property checks, 4 radar 
assignments, 2 motor vehicle stop, 
16 directed/area patrols, 8 traffic 
controls and 3 emergency 911 calls 
in the town of New Braintree. 


Monday, Dec. 28 
2:01 p.m. 911 —911/Hang-up Call 
Scott Road — Checked/Secured 


Wednesday, Dec. 30 
6:04 a.m. 911 — Motor Vehicle Ac- 
cident Barre Road — Report Taken 
7:43 a.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Ware Road — Taken/Referred to 
Other Agency 


Thursday, Dec. 31 
9:50 a.m. Phone — Complaint Cem- 
etery Road — Report Taken 


Friday, Jan. 1 
11:17 a.m. Phone — Disturbance 
Utley Road — Report Taken 


Saturday, Jan. 2 
7:47 p.m. Phone — Safety Hazard 
Gilbertville Road — Taken/Referred 
to Other Agency 


Sunday, Jan. 3 
6:04 p.m. 911 — Misdial Gilbertville 
Road — Spoken To 


cover. 

Roberta McQuaid graduated from the 
Stockbridge School of Agriculture at the 
University of Massachusetts. For the last 
2& years, she has held the position of staff 
horticulturalist at Old Sturbridge Village. 
She enjoys growing food as well as flow- 
ers. Have a question for her? Email it to 
ekennedy@turley.com with “Gardening 
Question” in the subject line. 


CLUES ACROSS 24. Brew 

1. Adequate yearly 25.What ghosts 
progress (abbr.) Say 

4. Silicon Valley’s 26. Geological time 
specialty 2/7. Focus 

8. Gather a harvest 34. Discomfort 

10. Famed 35. A citizen of Iran 
mathematician 36. Trip 

11. No (slang) 37. Imitate 

12. Students use 38. Makes happy 
one 39. Double-reed 

13. Type of instrument 
molecule 40. Body parts 

15. Play make- 41. Transgressions 
believe 42. One-time 

16. Large barrel- emperor of 
like containers Russia 

17. Touching 43. Time zone 

18. Treats allergies 

21. Calendar month CLUES DOWN 

22. Single 1. Used in treating 

23. Cease to live bruises 


20. Witness 
23. Gives 
24. Expression of 
creative skill 
25. A way to prop up 
Pope 26. Midway between 
4, Annuity northeast and 
5. Geological period east 
6. Grab onto tightly 27.Winter melon 
7. Kept 28. Supernatural 
9. Chinese city power 
10. The most direct 29. Target 
route 30. Threes 
12. Type of tooth 31. A type of poetic 
14.__ kosh, near verse 
Lake Winnebago 32. They make 
15. Popular veggie some people cry 
17. Supervises 33. Kindest 
interstate 34. Forman and 
commerce Ventimiglia are 
19. Foolish two 
behaviors 36. A way to liquefy 


2. One who 
cultivates a 
small estate 

3. One who 
supports the 








statutes remained in force until 1818.” 

For more information, the Grateful 
American Book Prize recommends A. 
Chamberlain’s “The First Constitution 
Of Connecticut: The Fundamental Or- 
ders.” 

History Matters A biweekly column 
courtesy of The Grateful American Book 
Prize, which show’s the nation’s children 
that their past is prelude to their future. 
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the community above that of individuals. 
It was also the first written constitution 
in the world to declare the modern idea 
that ‘the foundation of authority 1s in the 
free consent of the people.’ In 1662, the 
Charter of Connecticut superseded the 
Fundamental Orders, though the major- 
ity of the original document’s laws and 
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A deer that fell through the ice of Lake Lashaway was led back to shore. 
COURTESY PHOTOS BY THE NORTH BROOKFIELD FIRE DEPARTMENT 
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The Chief called it an “uplifting” story and said 
nea at that he was happy that the animal made it to safety. 
Wee ane aan “He looked at us in the hovercraft boat as if to say, 
to limit quantities. ‘thank you.” 
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Counting 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — While some 
sports are struggling to be able 
to just take place, there is hope 
that spring sports like softball, 
lacrosse, and baseball will be 
able to have somewhat of a 
normal season. 

With that discussion, the 
Baseball Committee of the 
Massachusetts Interscholastic 
Athletic Association has be- 
gun further discussions about 
the uniform record-keeping of 
pitching. 

A couple of years ago, the 
MIAA agreed to institute pitch 
counts in high school baseball. 

One of the most glaring 
changes high school coaches 
will have to deal with is a pitch 
count, which would require a 
pitcher to come out of a game 
once he reaches 115 pitches, 
and then require at least four 
days of rest before that indi- 
vidual can pitch again. There 
are other rest requirements for 
smaller numbers of pitches. 

For South Hadley High 
School coach Matt Foley, he 
wonders how the pitch count 
rule is going to be enforced. 

“The MIAA is going to need 
a system of reporting,” said Fo- 
ley. “But the two sides are going 
need to agree on pitch counts 
during the game.” 

Teams will need to have in- 
dividuals be responsible for 
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An app called Change Up could be a solution for easy tracking of pitch counts, provid- 


ing a database for all high school teams to utilize. 


keeping accurate pitch count, 
and new South Hadley Athletic 
Director Eric Castonguay says 
there 1s supposed to be an on- 
line reporting system for pitch 
counts through the MIAA. 

“Pitch counts are supposed 
to go to Athletic Directors, 
who will place them online,” 
Castonguay said not long after 
the rule was passed. 

At a recent Baseball Com- 
mittee meeting, Change Up, 
a phone app, was presented 


FILE PHOTOS 


to committee members and is 
an official “PitchSmart” USA 
Baseball-certified applications. 

The app itself 1s very simple. 
It provides a comprehensive 
tracking of a player’s pitching 
activity across a season. 

One huge benefit is that is 
has automated reporting to a 
database for the National Fed- 
eration of High Schools. The 
MIAA recently adopted NFHS 


Please see PITCHED, page 8 
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app ‘pitched to baseball committee 


rest for pitchers between appearances. 


Smaller schools like Monson could 
struggle with pitch-counting due to a 
smaller pool of players to choose from. 
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Pitch counts will be instituted in the 2021 high school season, requiring mandatory 
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American Legion teams utilized pitch 
counts in the 2019 summer season. 





Current restrictions could severely 
limit fans at winter sports 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@turley.com 


REGION — Depending on 
a town’s individual situation, 
winter schedules have begun 
formulating in high school 
boys and girls basketball, 
swimming, and boys and girls 
ice hockey. 

One thing various schools 
will be navigating very care- 
fully or not at all is the abili- 
ty to have fans in high school 
gymnasiums. 

Due to the space confines 
and the need to keep students 
in smaller groups, it 1s almost 
certain there will be no fans at 
swim meets, but there could 
be fans at some high school 
gymnasiums and possibly at 
ice hockey rinks. 

However, under the current 
restrictions by Gov. Charlie 
Baker, it may not be possible. 

During the fall season, the 
indoor gathering size got as 
large as 50 people during the 


most advance phase of the 
governor's re-opening plan. 
But with thousands and thou- 
sands of new cases each day 
coming off the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas holidays, Bak- 
er has shrunk the maximum 
gathering size indoors to just 
10 people. 

While schools were ex- 
empted or had orders modi- 
fied, it 1s not clear, according 
to the Massachusetts website, 
how it will apply to fans at 
high school games. Baker did 
say at a press conference last 
week that the 10 or less guide- 
line did not apply to schools 
with data showing that school 
could take place safely. 

During the fall season, 
only girls volleyball was held 
indoors. A few schools did 
allow just one or two fans 
per home team player to be 
in the gymnasium and social 
distancing and face cover- 
ings were required at all times 
while indoors. 


Outdoors, most schools 
allowed home fans up to a 
certain number or issued two 
or three passes to players and 
only those with passes were 
allowed inside venues. A few 
schools, citing a lack of abil- 
ity to control the crowds, were 
forced to bar fans completely 
in order to allow games to be 
played. 

Holyoke was the first 
school to be forced to 
shut down sports due to 
COVID-related issues. Chi- 
copee, Ludlow, and Wilbra- 
ham also experienced similar 
shutdowns. 

Ice hockey is scheduled 
to begin as well, with arenas 
including Fitzpatrick, Olym- 
pia Ice Center, and Smead 
hosting a limited number 
of games. There are only 40 
players allowed to participate 
in games, and it is unclear 
how many people the arenas 


Please see FANS, page 8 


Granite series adds 


trip to New London 


WALPOLE, N.H. — Gran- 
ite State Pro Stock Series of- 
ficials announced on Saturday 
a trip to New London-Water- 
ford Speedbowl has been set 
for Saturday, July 24. The race 
was originally listed as a TBA 
on the schedule, announced 
on Dec. 10, but has now been 
sealed up. 

The New London-Water- 
ford event is part of a 15-race 
announced slate for the New 
Hampshire based touring se- 
ries for the new calendar year. 
The .375-mile asphalt oval, lo- 
cated in Waterford, Connecti- 
cut, will mark the second stop 
in the nutmeg state, as the first 
will come in the season-open- 
er as part of the NAPA Spring 
Sizzler at Stafford Motor 
Speedway on April 24. 

The New London-Water- 
ford race will help begin the 
second half of the season in 
the hunt to crown a champi- 
on. 





“Adding this date at Water- 
ford truly gives our schedule a 
mix of everything for 2021,” 
Mike Parks, president of the 
Granite State Pro Stock Se- 
ries, said. “Waterford has be- 
come one of the tracks that 
always brings out the top Pro 
Stock talent. We're looking 
forward to heading back to 
Connecticut.” 

In the midst of the 
COVID-19 pandemic, GSPSS 
teams competed at New Lon- 
don-Waterford twice in 2020. 
Joey Pole was crowned the 
champion in October -- scor- 
ing a victory in the process 
— while Seekonk Speedway 
regular David Darling domi- 
nated the September event en 
route to Victory Lane. 

For more information on 
the Granite State Pro Stock 
Series, visit the series on the 
web at gspss.net or follow on 
social media via Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. 
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Sign-ups now available 
for 2021 Relics softball 


REGION — The Western Mass 
Relics has opened registration for the 
2021 Senior Softball Season. The Sil- 
ver Division (age 50 to 64) has filled 
36 of the 112 spots and the Gold Divi- 
sion (65-and-up) has filled 32 of the 96 
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- sports - 


FILE PHOTO 


spots. The registrations are accepted 
on a first come first serve basis. All our 
games are played at the Fish & Game 
in Ludlow. For further information or 
to register go to http://www.western- 
massrelics.org. 





Pioneers to host Pelham clinic 


LUDLOW -— Western United Pio- 
neers FC is excited to offer a soccer 
clinic in Pelham, MA for players in 
the Massachusetts North Region. 
The fall clinic provides off-season 
training and skill development by 
WUP FC coaches. There are two 
sessions available. sign up for one or 
both. It makes a great holiday gift 
for friends and family members. 

This program is offered to boys 
and girls born in 2010, 2011, 2012, 
2013, and 2014. The four-week pro- 
gram includes one practice per week 
for a total of $65 per session ($130 
for 2 sessions). Sessions will con- 
sist of a max of 15 players per field 


WORCESTER — Country Bank, a 
full-service financial institution serv- 
ing the region with assets of $1.8 bil- 
lion, announced that it entered into 
an elite-level corporate sponsorship 
arrangement as a Founding Partner of 
the Worcester Red Sox. 

Country Bank’s multi-tiered spon- 
sorship includes an iconic sign in right 
field atop the stands known as the 
“Worcester Wall” along with the Coun- 
try Bank Guests Services located on the 
first base concourse. The 
partnership between the WooSox and 
Country Bank also underscores their 
mutual commitment to the community 
through the WooSox Foundation and 
Country Bank’s Charitable Giving Pro- 
gram by supporting local non-profits in 
the region through a combined chart- 
table giving campaign throughout the 
baseball season. 

In addition, both organizations will 
be working together to launch a Teach- 
er of the Month Program that recog- 


(COVID regulation for the players’ 
safety). 


2/1, and 2/8 

2014: Session 1s at 5 p.m. 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 
3/1, 3/8, and 3/15 

2014: Session is at 5 p.m. 
and 2012: Session is at 6 p.m. 


ham Elementary School at 45 Am- 
herst Road, Pelham, MA 01002. 


SESSION 1: MONDAYS 1/25, 
¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
¢ Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 
SESSION 2: MONDAYS 2/22, 
¢ Boys and Girls Born 2013 and 
¢ Boys and Girls Born 2010, 2011, 


The sessions will be held at Pel- 





Follow Turley Sports on Instagram 


REGION — Turley Publications 
sports department has recently joined 
Instagram. You can find our account by 
searching “turleysports.” 

We will regularly feature samples of 
photos that you will see in our publica- 
tions on a weekly basis. Please follow 


and share with your friends and loved 
ones. We will be featuring photos from 
all 11 of our sports sections in the com- 
ing weeks, but as always, you can see all 
the photos that appear by subscribing to 
your local paper or picking up a copy in 
your community. 








REGION — The Western Massachu- 
setts Baseball Umpire Association is 
looking for individuals who are inter- 
ested in umpiring baseball at the high 
school and youth level. The WMBUA 
services high school baseball and vari- 
ous other leagues in the Greater Spring- 
field area/ Hampden County. 

The WMBUA’s first year members 
class will be held for roughly five to six 
weeks, beginning in February. The class 
dates right now are fluid as the organi- 
zation monitors what happens with the 


New umpires needed for 2021 


COVID-19 pandemic. Class is usually 
one or two nights per week from 6:30 to 
8:30 p.m. 

The class takes place in the First 
Baptist Church of East Longmeadow’s 
classrooms at 50 Parker Street. Classes 
may also be virtual if COVID-19 does 
not allow for in-person meetings. 

If you are interested in taking the 
classes, contact Chris Meffen, the 
WMBUA Secretary, via email at cmef- 
fen8017@gmail.com or visit the WM- 
BUA website at http://wmbua.org. 





PITCHED from page 7 


rules in nearly all sports, including base- 
ball. While the app supposedly provides 
analytics in regards to safety, durability, 
and effectiveness of a given pitcher, it’s 
most important factor for high school 
teams is the ability to document pitch 
counts and provide access for all teams 
to access any team’s current pitch status. 

While it is very unlikely a high school 
coach will be concerned with the analyt- 
ics portion of an athlete’s pitching per- 
formances, it will help them determine 
which pitchers can be used and for how 
long in a given game. It will also allow 
for pitching planning to take place, es- 
pecially for a team that may have three 
to four games in a given week. 

The pitch counting rule is supposed 


to in full effect in 2021 whenever the sea- 
son begins. The app 1s utilized in many 
states, including most of the Northeast. 

If the MIAA reaches a deal for the 
app, it would address the concerns 
of Foley and many other high school 
coaches. 

There is still some criticism over how 
the rule could hamper smaller schools 
in Division 4, potentially crippling pro- 
grams and crippling developmental pro- 
grams like junior varsity as high school 
coaches could be forced to use extra 
pitchers from junior varsity teams to 
meet the pitch count requirements. 

American Legion teams in Western 
Massachusetts utilized pitch counts in 
the 2019. Pitch counts were agreed to by 
both teams during games and tracked 
via the Legion’s website. 





FANS from page 7 


will allow to attend games, especially 
with teams sharing home ice. 

Fans should check with their child’s 
individual schools in order to find out 


- community - 
Country Bank announces sponsorship with Worcester Red Sox 


nizes the outstanding work teachers do 
every day to educate and support stu- 
dents. “We have been impressed and 
inspired by Country Bank’s sense of 
community involvement,” said WooSox 
President Dr. Charles A. Steinberg. 
“We see how helpful they are to various 
institutions and thousands of people 
in our region, and we welcome them to 
Polar Park with open arms as we work 
together to enhance the quality of life 
in our community even more.” “In an 
era where spectator sports continue to 
be redefined by new norms of social 
distancing, sports sponsorships are tak- 
ing on new forms. With that in mind, we 
couldn’t be more excited to be a part of 
the WooSox and the Worcester commu- 
nity. The addition of year-round enter- 
tainment including ball games, concerts 
and various family activities at Polar 
Park, is exciting for the people and busi- 
nesses 1n the region. We all look forward 
to the day when we can come together 
again at the ballpark enjoying activities 


with our families and friends. We also 
look forward to seeing our businesses 
thrive once again after being heavily 
impacted by the pandemic,” said Paul 
Scully, President and CEO of Country 
Bank. To kick off their partnership, last 
week a team from Country Bank and 
the WooSox Mascot, Smiley Ball, deliv- 
ered 500 Thanksgiving meals prepared 
by Old Sturbridge Village along with 
iconic apple pies from Worcester based 
Table Talk Pies to the St. John’s Food 
Pantry for the Poor. “The alignment 
of our organizational values with the 
WooSox solidifies our commitment to 
service and teamwork as we continually 
strive for excellence in all we do,” shared 
Scully. 

Country Bank is a full-service mu- 
tual community bank serving central 
and western Massachusetts with 14 of- 
fices in Ware, Palmer, West Brookfield, 
Brimfield, Belchertown, Wilbraham, 
Ludlow, Leicester, Paxton, Charlton, 
and Worcester. 


what rules will be in place for fans. 

Playing of games could take place 
around Jan. 21 and about 10 to 12 con- 
tests are planned for basketball and 
hockey. There will be no tournaments 
for winter season sports. 





Shown in front of the Country Bank sign at the new 
Worcester ball park are, from left, Paul Scully, presi- 
dent and CEO of Country Bank and Dr. Charles Stein- 


berg, WooSox president. 
TURLEY PUBLICATIONS COURTESY PHOTO 


HOLYOKE ~— Not long ago, Aidan 
Burke was working in a local supermar- 
ket, making pizza for minimum wage. 
It was not a job he believed held much 
promise for him. 

Life has changed a lot since then for 
the 29-year-old Northampton resident. 

In February, Burke started a free, in- 
tensive cybersecurity training program 
for people with disabilities offered by 
Holyoke Community College and the 
Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commis- 
sion. Ten months later, he is now poised 
to begin a career as a cybersecurity an- 
alyst. 

Already, Burke has started an intern- 
ship with NetWerks Strategic Services, 
an Agawam-based technology compa- 
ny. In recent weeks, he has interviewed 
for full-time benefitted positions at the 
Massachusetts Educational Collabora- 
tive and the Department of Youth Ser- 
vices. He is also a candidate for a sum- 
mer internship with MassMutual. 

Burke and his 14 classmates com- 
pleted the Cisco Academy Cybersecuri- 
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community 
HCC-MRC program trains disabled for cybersecurity jobs 


ty Training program on Dec. 10. They 
graduated Dec. 18, having passed their 
exams as Cisco Certified Network Asso- 
ciates and Cisco Certified Cyber-Opera- 
tions Associates. 

The HCC-MRC cybersecurity train- 
ing program was the first of its kind in 
the state. Based on the success of the 
pilot, MRC initiated a second program 
in September in collaboration with Rox- 
bury Community College and has be- 
gun recruiting for a second class at HCC 
that will begin in February. 

For the first month of training, 
classes met in the cybersecurity lab 
in HCC’s Kittredge Center for Busi- 
ness and Workforce Development. In 
March, though, they moved onto Zoom 
as COVID-19 forced a shift to remote 
instruction. HCC and MRC provid- 
ed laptops for students to use at home, 
and Cisco provided access to online 
simulation platforms that mimicked the 
“hands-on” parts of the training. 

Students qualified for the program 
through their involvement with MRC. 


Burke was recommended by his case- 
worker. Candidates were screened and 
then took an entrance exam to make 
sure they could handle the material and 
the workload. 

Classes met four days a week, Mon- 
day through Thursday from about 9:30 
a.m. to 3 p.m. Singh said the students 
were also required to put in several hours 
of additional self-study on Fridays. 

Cybersecurity analysts are network 
watchdogs, monitoring network activ- 
ity, tracking alerts, guarding against 
cyberattacks and looking out for abnor- 
mal network behavior. They fix security 
problems, restore compromised systems, 
pinpoint conflicts, and collect evidence 
of criminal activity in the event of an 
intentional breach or legal proceeding. 

“Cyber crime is up 600 percent due 
to the pandemic,’ HCC president Chris- 
tina Royal said Friday during a gradu- 
ation ceremony held over Zoom. There 
are alot of bad actors looking to exploit 
network vulnerabilities with costs esti- 
mated at $6 trillion in 2021. Cybersecu- 
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rity is an important area that companies 
are neededing and investing in.” 

Program graduates qualify for jobs 
as tier 1 cybersecurity analysts. Al- 
though that 1s considered entry level, 
they can still expect to earn between 
$25 and $35 an hour to start and up to 
$80,000 to $100,000 or more a year as 
they advance. 

Beyond the training itself, students in 
the program received a $200 stipend for 
general expenses, career counseling and 
assistance with job placement. 

Like many of his classmates, Burke 
has struggled with a number of issues, 
including anxiety as well as depression, 
PTSD and ADHD. “Just a tough com- 
bination of things,” he said, that made it 
tough at times just to get out of bed in 
the morning. 

Burke said he’s grateful to Mass Re- 
hab for recommending him for the pro- 
gram and for putting him in a class with 
others who shared and understood his 
struggles. It was a big confidence builder 
for all of them. 





Three farmers receive MFBAPF John and Liolia Schipper Grants 


MARLBOROUGH -— Following 
a competitive selection process, the 
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Agri- 
cultural Preservation Foundation se- 
lected three farmers from 28 applica- 
tions to receive grants from the John 
and Liolia Schipper Grant program. 
These grants are focused on assisting 
Massachusetts farmers in becoming 
more economically viable and sus- 
tainable. 


”’We saw a strong interest in this 
grant program again this year,” said 
Massachusetts Farm Bureau Feder- 
ation President Mark Amato. “This 
was made possible by a generous be- 
quest from the late John and Liolia 
Schipper and is meant to assist deserv- 
ing farmers develop their businesses. 
I look forward to seeing this year’s 
three farms complete their projects.” 

Grant recipients include the fol- 


lowing: 

Denise Barstow, who oversees a 
dairy farm based in Hampshire Coun- 
ty. She will purchase equipment to up- 
grade their robotic milker. 

Chris Parsons, who oversees a 
diversified livestock farm based in 
Hampshire County. He will purchase 
new grain bins to improve his herd’s 
nutrition. 

Henry Sarafin, who oversees a di- 


versified timber operation based in 
Hampshire County. He will be pur- 
chasing safety equipment to improve 
his operation, which will also improve 
productivity. Applications for the 
2021 grant program will be available 
next fall with a deadline of Nov. 1, 
20721, 

Applicants must be a regular Farm 
Bureau member in good standing or 
be sponsored by a regular member. 





Home electrical 


The National Fire Protection Associ- 
ation (NFPA) and the Phoenix Society 
for Burn Survivors have introduced the 
fifth video interview of their six-part 
campaign series, Faces of Fire/Electri- 
cal, which features personal stories of 
people impacted by electrical incidents, 
demonstrating the need for continued 
education and awareness about electrical 
hazards at home and in the workplace. 

Pam Elliott is the latest interview in 
the video campaign. In the spring of 
1959, then five-year old Elliott suffered 
third degree burns over 50 percent of her 
body from a fire ignited by a damaged 
lighting fixture that destroyed her family 
home. She spent months during her ele- 
mentary and high school years undergo- 
ing reconstructive surgery to help restore 
the function of her hands, arms, and legs 
and the appearance of her injuries. 

Electrical distribution or lighting 
equipment was the leading cause of 
home fire property damage, according 
to the latest NFPA research. An average 
of 33,900 such fires caused 470 deaths, 
1,100 injuries and $1.4 billion in direct 
property damage annually from 2014 


Safety subject of Faces of Fire awareness video 


- 2018. Electrical failures or malfunc- 
tions were a factor in nearly nine out of 
10 home fires involving wire and relat- 
ed equipment each year between 2012- 
2016. 

“Equipment and devices powered 
by electricity as well as faulty structural 
wiring are potential sources for electri- 
cal fires,” said Lorraine Carli, NFPA’s 
vice president of Outreach and Advo- 
cacy. “Electricity makes our lives much 
easier but today homeowners expect 
more out of their electrical systems than 
ever before, especially with more family 
members working from home amidst 
the coronavirus pandemic. The Faces 
of Fire/Electrical campaign reminds us 
about potential home electrical hazards, 
how to recognize the warning signs, and 
the action steps homeowners need to 
take to reduce associated risks.” 

While new home _ construction 
equipped with the latest electrical sys- 
tems is built to meet the demand of to- 
day’s busy households, Electrical Safety 
Foundation International (ESFI) states 
there are still more than 47.5 million 
homes in the U.S. that are at least 50 


sturbridge 


Town clerk has nomination packets available 


STURBRIDGE — The Stur- 
bridge Town Clerk has nomina- 
tion packets available for positions 
on the election town ballot. Peo- 
ple may contact the town clerk’s 
office at 508-347-2510 to pick up 
nomination packets. 

Positions available include: two 


positions for three-years Board of 
Selectmen, one position for three- 
year Board of Assessors, one posi- 
tion for one-year Board of Asses- 
sors, two positions for three-years 
Sturbridge 
two positions for three-years Tan- 
tasqua School Committee, one 


School Committee, 


position for three-year Constable, 
one position for three year Board 
of Health, one position for three 
years Recreation Committee, two 
positions for three years Zoning 
Board of Appeals and three po- 
sitions for three years Library 
Trustees. 


years old and built before many mod- 
ern day electronics and appliances were 
invented. The need for energy to power 
these devices, coupled with the increase 
of computers, phones, and new technol- 
ogies that use electricity and the number 
of aging electrical systems and com- 
ponents in older homes, significantly 
contribute to a greater risk of electrical 
home fires. Through more awareness 
and education, homeowners and rent- 
ers, with the help of a qualified, licensed 
electrician, can find and correct fire safe- 
ty hazards in the home before a serious 
incident occurs. 

Overall, Faces of Fire/Electrical fea- 
tures six personal stories of electrical 
burn survivors whose lives have been for- 
ever altered and how more understand- 
ing, training, and a change in work cul- 
ture could have significantly impacted 
these outcomes. Woven into these stories 
of resilience is an additional interview 
with a physician dedicated to the com- 
plete physical and emotional healing of 
patients suffering from a burn injury. 
Through these video interviews, written 
profiles, and related information, Faces 
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PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


of Fire/Electrical is a resource for electri- 
cal and non-electrical workers, and the 
general public to learn more about the 
importance of electrical safety. 

While many electrical injuries prove 
fatal, those that are not can be particu- 
larly debilitating, oftentimes involving 
complicated recoveries and lasting emo- 
tional and physical impact. The Faces 
of Fire/Electrical campaign ultimate- 
ly works to help build a safer world by 
teaching others and supporting the burn 
survivor community in advancing life- 
long healing, optimal recovery, and burn 
and injury prevention. 

Today, Elliott shares her personal 
burn story to advocate for home fire 
sprinklers and home fire safety and 
speaks for the most vulnerable people in 
house fires including infants, children, 
the elderly, and the disabled. 

People may visit www.nfpa.org/face- 
soffire each month to watch the vid- 
eos. Free resources are now available to 
download and share, and additional in- 
formation about the Faces of Fire/Elec- 
trical campaign can be found on NFPA’s 
website. 


Accepting 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 


+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


228 West St., Ware, MA 01082 


413-967-8364 


MTD 2-Stage, 5.5HP. “Snow King’ 
24” Electric Start, $175.00 TORO 
Powermax 2-Stage, 828LXE, “Snow 
King? 28” Electric Start, $750.00 Bob 
(413) 566-1221 


FIREWOOD 


Ai WE STILL HAVE SEASONED 
FIREWOOD Prompt Delivery and 
Competitive Pricing. Call now S & K 
413-267-3100 
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Classifieds 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 
Seasoned cut & split $200.00 
All hardwood. 
Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood for 
outdoor boilers (Cheap). Quality & vol- 

umes guaranteed!! New England 


Forest Products (413)477-0083 


WISEASONED FIREWOOD!!! 
Over a cord guaranteed. Cut, Split, 
Prompt delivery. Call D & D Cordwood 
(413)348-4326. 


2021 
TAX TIN 


CHANTEL BLEAU 
ACCOUNTING SERVICES 


For Full Accounting & Tax Service 
Registered Tax Return Preparer 


AUTHORIZED 


CallForAn |{RS 
Appointment 


PROVIDER 


The IRS does not endorse any particular individual tax return preparer. 
For more information on tax preparers go to irs.gov. 


q al “xX 
=z A 


Call your local Turley Publications 
sales representative for information and 
rates on advertising your tax service here! 


413-283-8393 - 1-800-824-6548 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 





Call us at 413.283.8393 





SEASONED OAK & Hardwood. 
Cut, split and delivered. 413-575- 
4243. 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


588 Center Street 
Ludlow, MA 01056 
www.ajefinancial.com 


(413)589-1671 


We are here and ready for the 2020 tax filing season! 
Personal, Business, Corporate and Partnership tax filing. 
Please give us a call at the office or 
visit our website for our COVID practices. 


Kitchen Table Taxes 


Personal & Small Business Tax Returns 
"David The Tax Man" 


Tel: 413-289-0058 
= Fax: 413-324-2167 


PROVIDER 


Credit Cards Welcome 
kitchentabletaxes@gmail.com 





David E. Whitney 
Enrolled Agent 


Sixty-Five Jim Ash Road 
Palmer, MA 01069-9814 
www.kitchentabletaxes.com 


Call Your Local Turley Publications Sales Representative For Information And Rates On Advertising Your Tax Service Here 


CALL 413-283-8393 TO PLACE YOUR AD TODAY! 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 





MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call: 413-283-8393 


Base Price 
$28.50 


Base Price 
$30.50 


Base Price Base Price Base Price 
33 $32.50 34 $33.00 35 $33.50 
37 $34.50 38 $35.00 39 $35.50 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.00 


Base Price 
$31.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$26.00 


Base Price Base Price 
$27.50 $28.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$29.50 $30.00 


Base Price 
$31.50 


Base Price 
$32.00 


Base Price} 40 Base Price 








Name: Phone 

Address: a a a a a ee 
Town: ee ee es States Zip: ee 
Number of Weeks: X per week rate = $ 

Credit Card: LI MasterCard LIVISA  U Discover LI Cash L1 Check# 

Card #: Exp. Date CW 
Amount of charge: Date: 


DEADLINES: 


Base Price 
36 $34.00 
$36.00 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can't reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you’re Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @ turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 


Circulation: 


50,500 










cit 
it 
BES 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 









Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 


EASTHAMPTON 











BRIMFIELD 


WALES ( HOLLAND 


Suburban 


STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 





Includes 
———_—_____———_ additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


: $ 
Addathird ZONE 5.00 
Subtotal a 


x Number of Weeks ae 


TOTAL Enclosed 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


AB Hauling and 
Removal Service 





2***exex* A & B HOUSEHOLD 

REMOVAL SERVICE******* 
Cellars, attics, garages cleaned, yard 
debris. Barns, sheds, demolished. 
Swimming pools removed. Cheap- 
er than dumpster fees and we do all 
the work. Lowest rates. Fully insured. 
(413)283-6512, cell (413)222- 
8868. 





WE TAKE IT ALL 


WE LOAD IT ALL 
Lowest Rates, 
accumulations, junk, estates, 
attics, garages, appliances, 
basements, demo services. 
10% disc. with this ad of services. 
Dumpster Rentals available for rent. 
All Major CC’s 
CALL NOW (413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


ABSOLUTE CHIMNEY HIC 
#161245 & CSSL #101365 Insured. 
Sweeping chimneys year round. Thank 
you. (413)967-8002 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinish- 
ing - cane, fiber rush & splint - Class- 
room instructor, 20+ years experience. 
Call Walt at (413)289-6670 for esti- 
mate. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 


SNOW PLOWING, driveways and 
small parking lots. Residential and 
Commercial clean-outs/dumpster ser- 
vice. Palmer, Wilbraham, Monson, 
Ludlow area. Fully insured. Call DiRico 
Properties (413) 530-1299 
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WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some furni- 
ture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


DEPENDABLE’ ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 
Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 
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HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
siding, decks. Insurance work. Fully 
insured. Free estimates. (413)246- 
2783 Ron. 


WATER DAMAGE 
CALL JAY (413)436-5782 
FOR REPAIRS 


COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


INSTRUCTION 


DON’T BE A STARVING ART- 
IST - learn how to teach painting with 
this special method to people of all 
ages and abilities and have your own 
business with a stable income. Fill the 
need for more art in healthcare facili- 
ties. Check it out at: www.artis4every 1. 
com or call (508)882-3848 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
Josh 413-636-5957 


PLUMBING 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


RUBBISH 
REMOVAL 


GOT JUNK? Then you should call 
21st Century Sanford and Son scrap 
metal removal service. Fast, reliable, 
dependable, friendly and Free remov- 
al of unwanted junk. Call Andy (413) 
885-4016 


TREE WORK 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage and 
brush chipping. Honest and Depend- 
able. Fully insured. Now offering a 
Senior Citizen and Veteran discount. 
Call today for free estimate (413)478- 
4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 





COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


AUTO FOR SALE 


FORD FOCUS 2011 = Excellent 
condition. 86,500 Miles, Automatic, 
4 dr, 32 mpg, 1 owner, clean Carfax, 
all maintenance records, w/4 studded 
snow tires. $4900.00 firm. (413) 348- 
9335 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 
SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


A PERSONAL CARE ATTEN- 
DANT needed in Palmer for fe- 


male. Very nice job. $15.75 hr. Call 
413-283-2508 





PCA NEEDED FOR 99 YR old 


female. Days and nights needed 
hours are negotiable. Contact Clau- 
dine(864) 385-4580. 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM Alternate 
Plumbing & Gas Inspector. Public Tele- 
vision Program Coordinator - P/T. Town 
Accountant. Looking for many reliable 
people to fill these positions. For ap- 
plication and more information please 
visit ww.wilbraham-ma.gov. Open until 
filled. EOE 


FOR RENT 


EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination because of race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status, 
or national origin, or intention to make 
any such preference, limitation, or dis- 
crimination.’ We will not knowingly ac- 
cept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. All per- 
sons are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised are available on 
an equal opportunity basis. 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 
QUABBIN & SUBURBAN 


FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 
MONDAY AT NOON 








community 


SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 






HILLSIDE VILLAGE 
APARTMENTS 


APPLICATIONS NOW BEING 
ACCEPTED FOR ONE, TWO 
AND THREE BEDROOM 
APARTMENTS 


eHeat and hot water included 
eAmple Closets 

¢Fully Applianced 
eCommunity Room 

eLaundry Facilities 


eCats Welcome 
eExtra Storage 
e24 Hour Maintenance 
For Information call 
(413)967-7755 EHO 


17 Convent Hill, 
Ware, MA 


@é 


OPPORTUNITY 





WARREN MODERN Studio, $695, 
with new kitchen, carpet and applianc- 
es. Free hot water. Beautiful rural set- 
ting with a mountain view. Located on 
67. Please call (413)436-5301 


STORAGE 


SECURE STORAGE Winter Spe- 
cial. Rent a 5’x10: 2 months payment 
up front, 3rd month free. Call Mary 
(413)531-3722 


Call us at 413.283.8393 
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VACATION 
RENTALS 


WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction@ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 
make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 





Find archives of this local newspaper at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


ROTARY from page 1 


Rotarians banded together to help 38 
local families in need (approximately 
101 children and 66 adults). 

Each family received a crock pot 
from Rotary, as well as a crock pot 
cookbook and non-perishable food 
items for their holiday meal. Meunier 
and her team has been helping families 
through this program for over 24 years 
and says she loves “that everyone in this 
community comes together and cares 
for each other.” 

This program has been a success ev- 
ery single year and continues to provide 
food and toys for so many local families. 
The success of the program 1s possible 
because of strong relationships between 
the many community groups involved 


in the Burgess Family Fund. 

The Dec. 22 event was another great 
example of the Rotary Club working 
with other community groups to help 
their neighbors. The beauty of it all 
is that this is a true community effort. 
Through community, compassion and 
dedication, the world was a little bit 
brighter on Dec. 22. This time of year 1s 
truly a time of giving. As you and your 
family head into the new year, let us 
continue to support each other, as well 
as our community as a whole. 

The Sturbridge Rotary Club has 
been providing humanitarian service to 
the local and international community 
for 48 years. Club members support 
community service projects that address 
many of today’s most critical issues 1n- 
cluding hunger. The Rotary motto 1s 
“Service Above Self.” 


PUBLIC NOTICES 
ARE NOW ONLINE 





DIRECTOR from page 1 


terventionist, consulting teacher for 
integration, education consultant, 
program consultant and program 
manager. 

“As a military spouse of 18 years 
with two military children at home 
and a background in _ education, 
counseling, and resilience, it has be- 
come my passion to integrate these 
specialties in service of recognizing 
all who serve, and closing the gaps in 
services that persist as a result of ex- 
clusive criteria around access,” Baub- 
litz said. “It is rare that the personal 
and professional goals of an individ- 
ual align so perfectly with the mission 
of an organization, and yet I have 
managed to find just that.” 


Prestwood-Taylor said Baublitz 
will hit the ground running in her new 
position. “She’s not only part of a 
military family, but she has advanced 
training in resilience training and 
teaching,” she said. Prestwood-Tay- 
lor will continue to spearhead the 
Brookfield Institute’s food distribu- 
tion program, which is undergoing 
some changes, and the Military Be- 
reavement Support Group. 

The Brookfield Institute, www. 
brookfieldinstitute,org, was founded 
in 2007 with a mission to ensure ev- 
ery military and veteran family has 
the necessary support to achieve op- 
timal social, spiritual, physical and 
mental health for joyful, meaningful 
lives. Public events, trainings, support 
groups and outreach help achieve 
that goal. 


Quaboag Current 


OBITUARY POLICY 





Turley Publications offers two types of 
obituaries. 

One is a free, brief Death Notice listing 
the name of deceased, date of death and funeral 
date and place. 

The other is a Paid Obituary, costing $100, 
which allows families to publish extended death 
notice information of their own choice and may 
include a photograph. Death Notices & Paid 
Obituaries should be submitted through a 
funeral home to: obits @turley.com. 


Email all notices to notices@turley.com 


TORO 
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Access archives and digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, 
Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 


Exceptions will be made only when the family 
provides a death certificate and must be pre-paid. 


visit www.publicnotices.turley.com 





The ONLY local coverage in Sturbridge - Brookfield - West Brookfield - East Brookfield - North Brookfield & New Braintree 
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NORTH BROOKFIELD STURBRIDGE 
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Editorial/Opinion 
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Your 


WINTER SALE 
Don’t Buy Until You See Us! 


OVER 3,000 APPLIANCES ON HAND 
FOR PICK UP OR QUICK DELIVERY!!!' 
PRESEASON BIKE SALE 
Snowblowers In Stock! 


MORE APPLIANCES IN STOCK 
THAN ANY OTHER STORE!!! 


Sleds, Tobaggans & Ice Skates 





CONNECTIO 


Brookhaven Assisted Care 


19 West Main Street, West Brookfield, MA 01585 
Under New Management 
Over 52 years of service. 
24 hour care, Medical Management, 


The historical “Francis Howe House” circa (> =33=_ 
1810 right in the heart of Brookfield offers [== pgs 241 

a 4 unit rental property with (3) one bedroom |° SA 
apartments & a huge owners unit with over ‘a | a5 
2.500 sq ft! Massive 7,500+ sq ft barn which [as PCLT CL 
is currently being used as a local gun shop = = 
with plenty of room for further expansion or the opportunity to build out more 
business spaces! Oversized parking lot, brand new septic & town water! This 
mixed use commercial/residential property has great income potential and 
would be a wonderful spot for many different businesses! Very high visibility 
located right on rt 9 with easy access to the MA Pike, Rts 20 & 84! Tantasqua 
School district!! (Gun shop is not for sale, Real Estate only) Brookfield $595,000 


| YOUR LOCAL REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS 


Michelle Terry 
Broker/Owner 


WHITCO TOY & BIKE ses 


12 MONTHS 140 Main St., Spencer 


0% FINANCING www.whitcosales.com 5 08-885 343 


Open: Mon. thru Sat. 10am-9pm; Sun. 10am-7pm 











Assistance with activities of daily living, 
Activity Program, well trained, 
compassionate and caring staff. 
Services Available In-House: 
Physician’s / Nurse Practitioner services, 
Pharmacy services, Podiatry services 
VNA services: 

Physical, Speech, Occupational Therapy, 
Hospice, Mobile X-Ray, Geriatric-Psych services 
Transportation available, Hairdresser / Barber 

: Manager: 
Donna Nairn - 508-867-3325 
donna.brookhaven@yahoo.com 


EXIT Real Estate Executives 
130 W. Main Street 
Spencer, MA 01562 


ec) “like” us on 


facebook 


michelleterryteam.com 


*# CALL ME IN 2021 TO HELP YOU 
| BUY OR SELL YOUR HOME! 


Last year I helped my client’s 
buy and sell over 55 homes! 


! would love to help you! 


Century 21 Ready to Buy or Sell? Call Me! 


CENTURY 21 | @) North East 1-978-434-1990 
a tae ton ama on ere Sm * 109 West St.,Ware www.DorrindaSellsHomes.com 


mm] 2240-2242 BARRE RD., HARDWICK - $220,000 
| OPEN HOUSE - SUNDAY, 1/47, 12:00:2:00 
Ranch Style Duplex x ee Honk 
| Eachunit2Bed,1Bath - 
Updated Flooring - New Deck (iim 
1.35 Acre Lot - Ample Parking |e 


BUYING * SELLING * RELOCATING IR 
COLES BAKER STEWART & STEWART a 
413-387-8608 = 


BROKERAGE 
Nathan.Stewart@NEMoves.com e StewartandStewartHomes.com 


WATER FILTRATION 



































SESS 774-200-0225 
|] WHERE EVERYONE GOES FOR | WE'RE LOCAL! 
=~ THEIR PIECE OF THE EARTH! 7 | - New INSTALLATIONS ° SERVICE PLANS AVAILABLE 
= WINTER IS COMING! ; * SERVICING ALL EQUIPMENT * WELL TANK & PUMP SERVICE DINNER 
dl BULK ROAD SALT e BULK TREATED SALT ames Morse - Gell: 774-200-0225 www.armyoft1waterfiltration.com 
WASHED WINTER ROAD SAND e SAND/SALT MIX | , ; 
= Construction Stone ¢ Landscaping Stone « Title V Septic Sand Bou rbon Barrel G | q7ed Sal mon 
i Preby Sand ¢ Concrete Sand ¢ Stone Dust ; 
ik Crushed Gravel Crushed Concrete » Cold Patch Mediterranean Haddock 


Screened Loam - Stored in Building 


Chicken Marsala 


@ 







A Homeowner Friendly ¢ No Minimums 

“yt PICK-UP OR CALL TO SCHEDULE YOUR DELIVERY TODAY! y= 

& 98 North Spencer Road, LU nN Cc fat eS PEC LAL 

i= Route 31N, Spencer, MA : é 
508-885-6100 Chicken A La King 
508-885-2480 












Sand, Gravel & Asphalt er 
www.bondsandandgravel.com Fi 

















Check Out Our Tasty Menu! 
Enjoy Our New Wine Selection 


E.B. Flatts 


Rte 9 E. Brookfield ¢ 508-867-6643 


Hours: Sun., Mon, Tues., Wed. 7-2 
Thurs., Fri. & Sat. 7-8 


SOUT GS 






FOUNTAIN 


Construction Company _incorPoraten 


e Excavation Complete Site Work e Demo ¢ New Home Construction 
e Screened Loam, Sand, Stone, Gravel, Septic Sand 
e Trucking ® Backhoe, Dozer, Excavator Work 
e Water & Sewer Line Repairs & Replacements 


YOUR BUSINESS IS IMPORTANT TO US! 


177 Brimfield Road, Warren, MA 01083 
413-436-5705 ¢ www.fountainandsons.com 


certain Christmas Gift 2 
Come down & shop ab the store. 4 
(exo) Nel) =5 B= >15 
|| _SOLUTIONS # 


199 East Broadway (RT. 2A), Gardner 
978-669-0088 
Concretesolutonsonline.com 

* KEYSTONE * BELGARD * IDEAL 


_AVILLAG 
ey R 


Support Your Hometown Businesses 


SHOP LOCAL 


MARKET. is 
Veli 


SANDWICHES 
MONDAY-SATURDAY 
FAX / COPY / ATM / NOTARY PUBLIC 





2240 Main Street 


ws Bats 
SAM-7PM GROCERIES 


BEER & WINE 


West Warren 


Now ee AT 3-436-5900 


PIZZA! 


